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Vision
● Create a repository of African art and artifacts of contested ownership

● Highlight the magnitude of African art removed during the colonial era

● Create a site with resources to build awareness and knowledge

● Create transparency regarding provenance

Goals
● A searchable database for scholars, students, activists and global citizenry

● Maps and other visualizations illustrating the art’s journey and diaspora





Accomplishments
Procured a robust data set:  

● over 70,000 records from 47 countries
from the Musee du quai Branly in 
Paris

A site with a prototype catalog 

Database
● Mapped the data and selected sub-set 

of 50 records from 5 countries

Imported data into OMEKA: raadproject.org



Challenges
The Data:

● Obtaining data
 

● Database containing 70.000 
records from 47 countries

● Translation: French to English

● Data cleaning and restructuring

● Provenance - opaque by design 
 



The Future 
● Expansion of database to include multiple museum’s record

● Database already set up with additional categories

● Permission to use images

● Maps and data visualizations 



How the RAAD Project contributes to DH Scholarship:

● To search multiple collections from various institutions simultaneously

● The database can be used for research and network analysis 

● Visualizations provide transparency

● Can be applied to other cultures and ethnic groups’ artifacts

For example: Native American, Aztec, Minoan, Inuit, Aboriginal, etc.



    

               Contact 

theraadproject@gmail.com
  

TheRaadProject on Instagram
@theraadproject on Twitter

The RAAD Project: 

Patty Accarino 
Carolyn McDonough
Pam Stemberg
Camilla Skoglie

mailto:theraadproject@gmail.com

